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Art Unit: 3754 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 7, 9, 10, 12 ,13, and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Channel. The patent to Channel discloses the recited ground rod 
cap comprising a crown portion 17 configured with a cylindrical cavity to receive a 
ground rod 6 and inherently would deflect a falling object away from the ground rod, an 
inner surface of the crown portion defining a void that encircles a portion of the 
cylindrical cavity, a support portion 2 connected to the crown portion, the support portion 
configured to cover a ground rod clamp 5 or 50, connecting a ground wire to the ground 
rod, including a curved wall having an inner surface and an outer surface, the inner 
surface defines a hollow cylinder that surrounds the ground rod clamp attaching the 
ground wire to the ground rod, such that the location of the ground rod, ground rod 
clamp, and ground wire attachment is surround by a cylindrical void, the outer surface of 
the crown portion is curved and defines a dome, the cylindrical cavity has a first end 
proximate the bottom surface of the crown portion and a second end opposite the first 
end, wherein the second end of the cavity is positioned away from the outer surface of 
the crown portion by a distance greater than or equal to a diameter associated with the 
cylindrical cavity, the void is bounded by a curved surface, the curved wall is 
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continuously curving and is seen to have a uniform thickness, and where based upon 
the hollow void provided within such would facilitate any deformation of the dome 
inherently, due to the fact that the cap and support portion are connected and touching 
one another they are considered to be integral. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6, 16, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Channell. The patent to Channell discloses all of the recited structure with the 

exception of having the axis of the ground rod cap and the cylindrical cavity be 

coincident, forming the crown of a specific type of material, specifically PVC plastic, and 

making the crown and support portion integral. It is considered to be merely a choice of 

mechanical expedients to place the rod in Channell along the center axis of the cavity 

such that the cylindrical cavity would have an axis coincident with the axis of the ground 

rod cap where such would only routine skill in the art to locate the ground rod anywhere 

within the cap boundaries as such is merely a choice of mechanical expedients. It is 

also considered a choice of mechanical expedients to form the cap of any material 

including PVC as such would only require routine experimentation to arrive at optimum 
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materials where using PVC would prevent damage to the cap due to rusting as most 
metals would do. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The reference to Birkenmaier disclosing a state of the art ground 
rod connection with cover. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James F. Hook whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4903. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Wednesday, work at home 
Thursdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Shaver can be reached on (571) 272-4720. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




/James F. Hook 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3754 
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